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Hearing loss in Australia
It’s more common than you might think
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Causes of hearing loss
A hearing loss can result if 

there’s a problem at any point 

in the hearing pathway –  

in the outer, middle or inner 

ears, or in the complex auditory 

nerve pathway to the brain.

Hearing loss can be:

[ 	�congenital (present at 

or soon after birth) or 

acquired (develops later)

[ 	�pre-lingual (before a child 

has fully developed speech) 

or post-lingual (after the 

development of speech)

[ 	�conductive (caused by 

blockage or damage in 

the outer and/or middle 

ear) or sensorineural 

(caused by damage to, or 

malfunction of, the cochlea, 

or to the hearing nerve, or 

a combination of both).

The most significant single 

cause of hearing loss in 

Australia is exposure to 

loud noise. 37% of hearing 

loss is due to excessive 

noise exposure.1

Hearing loss can also be 

acquired through illness, 

accident, exposure to certain 

drugs and chemicals, or as part 

of the normal ageing process.

Hearing loss 
among children
In Australia, between 9 and 12 

children per 10,000 live births 

will be born with a moderate 

or greater hearing loss in both 

ears and around a further 23 

children per 10,000 will acquire 

a hearing impairment that 

requires hearing aids by the 

age of 17 through accident, 

illness or other causes.

Each year Australian Hearing 

fits between 1,200 and 

1,500 children with hearing 

aids for the first time.

Otitis media, also known 

as middle ear infection, 

is a common childhood 

complaint which is often 

associated with temporary 

or fluctuating hearing loss. 

This in turn can affect a 

child’s learning, language 

development and behaviour.

One in six people in Australia has a hearing loss, and with the ageing of 
the Australian population, hearing loss is projected to increase to one in 
every four Australians by 2050.1 

One in six people in Australia has a hearing loss



Eligible seniors† are entitled to fully subsidised hearing devices that meet their clinical needs under the Australian Government Hearing 
Services Program. †To be eligible to receive services under this program, a person must be: an Australian pensioner concession cardholder 
or their dependant; a Department of Veterans’ Affairs gold or white repatriation cardholder (specifically for war-related hearing loss) 
or their dependant; a sickness allowance recipient or their dependant; a referred client of an Australian Government funded vocational 
rehabilitation service; a member of the Australian Defence Forces; an Australian citizen or permanent resident under 21 years of age; an 
Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander person aged 50 years or over, or who is a current participant of a Community Development Employment 
Project, or who was participating in this program between 1 December 2005 and 30 June 2008.

Although it is usually easily 

treatable, the incidence of otitis 

media is significantly higher 

among Indigenous children, for 

whom it represents a serious 

health and educational issue.

Hearing loss 
among seniors
Over half the population aged 

between 60 and 70 have a 

hearing loss.2 This increases to 

more than 70% of those over 

the age of 702 and 80% of 

those over the age of 80.3 

Men have a higher incidence 

of hearing loss than women,3 

particularly older men, mainly 

due to noise exposure in the 

workplace and during war service.

Hearing loss 
among veterans
War veterans are likely to suffer 

from hearing problems due to 

hearing damage from noise 

exposure during their war service.

Hearing is the second most 

common medical condition 

reported by Australian war 

veterans and war widows, with 

55% reporting hearing loss as 

a current medical condition.4 

Hearing loss among 
rural Australians
Over half of Australia’s farmers 

are likely to suffer from premature 

hearing loss through occupational 

noise exposure from agricultural 

machinery, tools and pigs in 

sheds at feeding time.5 

Almost all farmers over the age 

of 55 who have been exposed to 

loud noise suffer some degree 

of hearing loss. However, only 

18 percent of farmers wear 

hearing protection while working 

with heavy machinery.5

The cost to the economy
Hearing loss costs Australia 

almost $12 billion a year, 

with almost 160,000 people 

not working because they 

can’t hear well enough.1

In addition, compensation claims 

for noise induced hearing loss 

due to excessive noise at work 

comprise a very significant 

proportion of all claims for 

occupational diseases.

Most, if not all of these cases 

could have been avoided if 

the right noise management 

practices had been followed.

What can be done?
People with a hearing loss can 

feel isolated and frustrated 

but the good news is that 

there is help at hand.

An expertly fitted digital hearing 

aid can significantly reduce 

the physical and emotional 

consequences of hearing loss.

People who wear hearing aids are 

less affected by depression, have 

improved health, and experience 

a better sense of independence 

and control over their lives.6 

Australian Hearing is Australia’s 

leading provider of high quality 

hearing care. An Australian 

Government agency with 60 

years’ experience, Australian 

Hearing is dedicated to 

helping people manage their 

hearing impairment to deliver 

a better quality of life.
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